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Next Meeting: Saturday December 2, 2017  Noon to 4pm 

Please note there will be no Swatch Analysis Study Session this month 

Meeting Location 

School of Visual Arts 
133 West 21St Street  between 6th and 7th Ave.  Room 602C 
 

2017 Guild Holiday Party! 
 

There will be food, conversation, exchange of 
weaving stories and good cheer.  All are 
welcome, no guest fee. Invite your friends! 
 
NYGH Board members will also demonstrate 
some weaving techniques. 
  
 
Trapeze warping by Carie Kramer 
A warping trapeze is an ingenious solution to 
keeping the warp safe and evenly tensioned at 
all times while keeping your hands free. 
 
Speed Threading by Terry Henley 
Jan Niquist’s technique of threading which is 
fast and accurate. Her booklet Speed Warping 
is in our library. and also available for free 
download at https://archive.org/details/
cu31924073909461  
 
Repairing Broken Warp Thread by Darby 
Downey 
Very handy when a thread breaks.  
 
How to Warp with a Paddle by Gail Gondek 
The warping paddle gives you a tool that keeps the yarns separated. Colors can be kept in order and under uniform 
tension through the cross. It is possible to paddle 20 or more ends at a time. 
 
Hem Stitching Finish by Ann Berry 
A very attractive but not difficult finish for handwovens. 
 
 

https://archive.org/details/cu31924073909461
https://archive.org/details/cu31924073909461
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Call for Volunteers 
 
One of the fun times of the year is the Vogue Knitting 
Live event where the New York Guild of Handweavers 
maintains a table. It allows us to interact with “newbie” 
weavers, “maybe I’d like to” weavers and “already” 
weavers. We’ll not only introduce them to our Guild, but 
let them play with a few looms and see our beautiful 
samples.  
 
To make this work, we need volunteers to work the 
table and talk to the public.  
 
Volunteer dates and times: 

Friday, January 12 
5 pm to 8 pm  
Saturday, January 13 
10 am to 2 pm 
2 pm to 6:30 pm  
Sunday, January 14 
10 am to 1pm 
1 pm to 4 pm 

 
Location: 
New York Marriott Marquis 
1535 Broadway (between 45th and 46th Streets) 
 
Signups are first come, first served. Send an email to 
Ann Barry abarry@pipeline.com and let us know what 
date and time you are available. If you can’t cover a full 
session, but can be there part of the time, also let us 
know as well. Ideally, we’ll have two people for each 
time period. Aside from serving the Guild, volunteers 
get free admission to the Marketplace.  
 
Please sign-up as soon as possible so we can give Vogue 
Knitting a list of our volunteers.  
 
Whether you are volunteering or not,  
we need SAMPLES! 
Bring scarves, dish towels or other small woven items to 
the Holiday Party in a zip lock bag with your name on it, 
so that we can return your items at the January 
meeting.  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS  
 
The New York Guild of Handweavers welcomes the 
following new members: 
 
Hisami Akita, Kate Banner, John Ryan Brooks, Ellen 
Carlisle, Mary Frank, Allison Hadar, Catherine Herman, 
Emily Joiner, Renee Magnanti, Anthony Re, Ariel 
Rosenblum, Pamela Rosenblum, and Hisami Sakamoto. 
We look forward to seeing you soon at a meeting. 
 
 

Call for Artists 
 
Art in the Open (AiO), presented by PNC Arts Alive 
 
DATES: May 18-20, 2018 (Walk-through and reception 
May 17, 2018) 
LOCATION: Philadelphia, PA (Schuylkill River Banks) 
STIPEND (New for AiO 2018): $350 (Additional travel 
funds are available on a case by case basis)  
APPLICATION DEADLINE: February 1, 2018 
APPLICATION FEE (USD): $35 
TO APPLY: cfeva.slideroom.com 
 
Art in the Open (AiO), a partnership between The 
Center for Emerging Visual Artists (CFEVA), City Parks 
Association, and Fairmount Water Works, re-frames 
the ‘plein air’ tradition of creating art outside and on-
site in a contemporary context, encouraging both artists 
and audiences to draw inspiration from the city's diverse 
natural and urban landscapes.  
 
Using the Schuylkill River Banks Park as studio space, 
participating artists will have the opportunity to explore 
new working methods, develop process-oriented works, 
and interpret a compelling intersection of urban and 
natural environments in the public realm.  
 
Selected artists will also be able to participate in 
complementary programs and public engagement 
events presented by more than 30 organizational 
partners, as well as exhibit their finished work as part of 
the 2018-2019 AiO exhibition series.  
 
AiO reaches an estimated 12,000 visitors over the 
course of the three-day event. 
 
For more information or questions about the application 
process, please contact Genevieve Coutroubis, Director 
of Artist Programs at CFEVA: (215) 546-7775 x 11 
or genevieve@cfeva.org. 

https://www.vogueknittinglive.com/newyork18/76013
mailto:abarry@pipeline.com
https://cfeva.slideroom.com/#/Login
mailto:genevieve@cfeva.org
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Contribute to an upcoming exhibition 
at The Museum at FIT 
 
Do you have a garment that holds special meaning? 
Share its story and images for the spring 2018 
exhibition, Fashion Unraveled, a show about clothing 
that is worn, imperfect, and incomplete.    
 
The Museum at FIT is inviting the public to help tell the 
story of clothes. Know someone with a great story to 
tell? Are you part of a fashion community? Participate 
and share this opportunity!  
 
All stories submitted have a chance to be included in a 
digital component of the exhibition and showcased on 
one of the museum's social media accounts!  
 
This project is ongoing through the run of the 
exhibition (May 29 – November 17, 2018), but only 
responses received by May 7, 2018 will be considered 
for inclusion in the gallery.    
 
To share your garment, you must submit a high 
resolution photo, a written description of why the 
garment is important to you, and a completed 
submission form.  Please visit http://www.fitnyc.edu/
museum/events/special-projects/wearing-
memories.php  for complete details.  
 
I hope that guild members will enter many handwoven 
items.                                                           -Gail Gondek  
 

 

Thank you, Patrice George 

Patrice generously provided the guild with permission 
to upload her entire Leno program, which she 
presented at our October meeting, to our website, for 
the purpose of sharing her knowledge about leno.    
Please visit the link to enjoy her inspiring and 
educational program again.  Http://bit.ly/2yTUBUD   

-Gail Gondek 

 

American Tapestry Alliance Educates 
Weavers and Promotes Artists 

The ATA's Website is an invaluable resouorse for 
tapsetry weavers.  The Education page on the site has 
over 30 articles, with topics from group ideas, choosing 

colors, mounting tapestry, and where to find 
inspiration. Another pages lists 40+ videos on topics 
from Navajo warping, and  tightening your wraps to 
finishing and cutting off.  

There are reviews of techniques like meet and separate, 
dovecot tapestry and weft interlock, some are 
demonstrated by the tapestry world's favorite artists, 
such as James Koehler,Kathe Todd-Hooker and Rebecca 
Mezoff.  Please visit the education page at https://
americantapestryalliance.org/tapestry-education/ 

 

Volunteers Needed 

NYGH is seeking a few volunteers to warp and thread 
looms for our March 24 hands-on Plain Weave Isn't 
Plain program. 
 

You can provide your own portable loom or offer to 
warp and thread a guild loom and bring it to the 
program. Warp will be short AND the threading is plain 
weave.  You will receive a draft and be assigned a 
technique, yarn size and sett, and be asked to weave the 
first sample at home so that at our program, weavers 
will have a sample to follow during the workshop. Your 
sample will be donated to the Guild Library for a 
reference and inspiration notebook.  Volunteers, please 
contact Gail Gondek at editor@nyhandweavers.org  

https://t.e2ma.net/click/3aoat/vohs6h/jf2w0j
http://www.fitnyc.edu/museum/events/special-projects/wearing-memories.php
http://www.fitnyc.edu/museum/events/special-projects/wearing-memories.php
http://www.fitnyc.edu/museum/events/special-projects/wearing-memories.php
http://bit.ly/2yTUBUD
https://americantapestryalliance.org/tapestry-education/
https://americantapestryalliance.org/tapestry-education/
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Crafted by Friends 
 
Kyley Schmidt, graduated from NC State University’s 
College of Textiles department with a degree in Textile 
Design and later joined the Peace Corps. She was sent to 
the island of Madagascar off the southeast coast of 
Africa, where she met a group of women who make silk 
scarves called lambas (LAHM-buhz). For centuries, 
lambas have been used in religious ceremonies to honor 
the dead or by island royalty (prior to their disbandment 
in the late 19th century).  
 
Today lambas are still used to wrap the dead for burial. 
The cloth is considered so special that only a very few 
Malagasies have it in their homes, not because they 
cannot afford it, but because it still bears such a social 
connection to an exclusive practice honoring their 
ancestors.   

Lambas are made from a natural light brown or tan silk 
which is indigenous to Madagascar. The women first 
gather cocoons that have been created by silkworms. 
They boil the raw cocoons in soapy water for an entire 
morning in order to release the silk. They then air-dry 
the raw silk fibers in the sun. Once the fibers are dry, 
they are hand spun on drop spindles to create the yarn 
for the lambas. The fibers are so delicate that they 
cannot be spun by machine. Spinning yarn is the most 
labor intensive part of the process. It takes one woman 
a week to spin yarn for a large lamba.  They do all of this 
without running water or electricity in their village.  
 
In 2003 the women of the village formed, and registered 
with the government, the first all-women cooperative in 
the history of the country. With some of the money they 
have received, they have built a simple one room school 
that also functions as a clinic for the monthly 
government nurse visit.  They were also able to send 
three children off to boarding school to finish high 
school.  Some of them will return to teach in the village. 
 
Lambas are among the world’s most unique textile 
product and are featured in the Smithsonian. We hope 

that by learning more about the amazing process of 
creating the lambas, our customers will appreciate not 
only their beauty but the incredible skill, dedication, and 
love that goes into making each one. To see products 
featured by Crafted by Friends, please visit.  https://
craftedbyfriends.com/product-category/all-item-types/
accessories/ 

 
Taproot Video 
 
Taproot Folk Arts is a 
cooperative of artisans offering 
in-person instruction in many 
folk art techniques across the 
nation for over a decade, and now is proud to present 
their newest reincarnation: Taproot Video.  
 
John Marshall, John Mallarky, Carol James, Linda 
Hendrickson, Kris Leet and our favorite, LaVerne 
Waddington, are all partners and instructors teaching 
online lifetime streaming classes, most can also be 
ordered in DVD format.  
 
Card weaving, backstrap weaving, sprang, spinning 
cotton, knitting, ply split braiding, and Viking knitting are 
all represented.   
 
To learn your craft and join your tribe, please visit  
https://www.taprootvideo.com/home.jsf  where you 
can watch an introductory trailer to each class.   
 
Please note that John Mallarky's and John Marshall's 
classes are currently shooting and are not yet available.  
Taproots is expanding their classes and will be adding 
more instructors in the future.        -Gail Gondek 
 

NYGH Website Appreciation 

We received this hearty thank you via our website.  
Congratulations to Tina Bliss, webmistress, and 
contributors to the website for creating this helpful 
resource for weavers near and far.   

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You for compiling this 
invaluable list! As a relative newbie to weaving, I have 
found it frustrating at how difficult it's been to find 
classes in the northern Westchester County area. With 
your comprehensive list, I'm able to research classes and 
may even travel to Vermont for a week-long workshop! 
Again, thank you and happy weaving! 
Best regards, 
Carol Coteus 

https://craftedbyfriends.com/product-category/all-item-types/accessories/
https://craftedbyfriends.com/product-category/all-item-types/accessories/
https://craftedbyfriends.com/product-category/all-item-types/accessories/
https://www.taprootvideo.com/home.jsf


 

5 

OFFICERS, BOARD MEMBERS 

& COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

General info: info@nyhandweavers.org 

 

President: Carol Steuer 

president@nyhandweavers.org 

 

Vice President: Darby Downey 

vp@nyhandweavers.org 

 

Secretary: Donna Propp 

secretary@nyhandweavers.org 

 

Treasurer: Tina Bliss 

treasurer@nyhandweavers.org 

 

Newsletter Editor: Gail Gondek 

editor@nyhandweavers.org 

 

Membership: Terry Henley 

membership@nyhandweavers.org 

 

Programs: Carie Kramer 

programs@nyhandweavers.org 

 

Publicity: Ann Barry 

publicity@nyhandweavers.org 

 

Librarian: Carie Kramer 

librarian@nyhandweavers.org 

 

Web Master: Tina Bliss 

webmaster@nyhandweavers.org 

 

 

Contact any of the above, and more, via 

the contact page on our website:  

http://nyhandweavers.org/contact 

 

Upcoming Guild Calendar 

 

Jan 27, 2018 
Behind the Scene: What Inspires and Sustains Us 
Suzanne Tick 
 
Feb 24, 2018 
Textile Detective: Antique American Textiles 
Tom Knisely 
 
Mar 24, 2018 
Hands-On Workshop: Plain Weave isn’t Plain Anymore 
Gail Gondek 
 
April 28, 2018 
Dimensional Double Cloth 
Anatasia Azure 
 

Need new supplies? 

Remember to sign up for 

Halcyon Yarn’s Guild 

Rewards so our group 

gets 5% of every 

purchase. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
https://www.facebook.com/The-New-York-Guild-of-Handweavers-
111455605593162/ 

https://www.instagram.com/NY_GUILD_OF_HANDWEAVERS/ 

https://www.pinterest.com/nyhandweavers/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG7Bzh2BR34MwaW8enHEkGg 

http://www.ravelry.com/groups/new-york-guild-of-handweavers 

https://weavolution.com/group/new-york-guild-handweavers 

mailto:president@nyhandweavers.org
mailto:vp@nyhandweavers.org
mailto:secretary@nyhandweavers.org
mailto:treasurer@nyhandweavers.org
mailto:editor@nyhandweavers.org
mailto:membership@nyhandweavers.org
mailto:programs@nyhandweavers.org
mailto:publicity@nyhandweavers.org
mailto:librarian@nyhandweavers.org
mailto:webmaster@nyhandweavers.org
mailto:http://nyhandweavers.org/contact
http://www.halcyonyarn.com
https://www.facebook.com/The-New-York-Guild-of-Handweavers-111455605593162/
https://www.facebook.com/The-New-York-Guild-of-Handweavers-111455605593162/
https://www.instagram.com/NY_GUILD_OF_HANDWEAVERS/
https://www.pinterest.com/nyhandweavers/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG7Bzh2BR34MwaW8enHEkGg
http://www.ravelry.com/groups/new-york-guild-of-handweavers
https://weavolution.com/group/new-york-guild-handweavers

